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Corps was to  carry out protection in the air, close and
medium reconnaissance, and artillery co-operation duties.
On the 22nd February, the 7th Division once again assaulted
the Sannaiyat defences—the rock against which since April,
1916, wave after wave of British troops had vainly flung
themselves. This time the waves were unbroken. By the
evening, after severe fighting, nine hundred yards of the
enemy's second line had been captured and were being con-
solidated. The attack sustained 1,332 casualties, but the
defence suffered still more heavily—particularly in the suc-
cession of gallant counter attacks which the Turks delivered
throughout the day. During the night S2nd/23rd the
1st Corps carried out equally successfully its subsidiary role
—the raid at Magasis—a gallant affair which, at least, served
to mystify and mislead the enemy.
By the night of the 22nd, the preparations for the operation
at the Shumran bend had been completed by the 3rd Corps.
Practically nothing of the enemy's dispositions was known,
because the need for secrecy had precluded any special
observation of the Shumran peninsula, but it was believed
that the river line was held by piquets and supports, with a
reserve at the barracks at Dahra.
6-eneral Marshall's plan was for the covering force to
occupy a position across the Shumran peninsula about fifteen
hundred yards from the river bank; to build his bridge, and
then to throw in the whole weight of his Corps against the
enemy opposing him on the left bank. The operation was to
be supported by the whole artillery of the Corps disposed east,
south-east, and west of the bend (ready to fire a carefully
arranged programme), trench mortars and machine guns.
During the night of the 82nd/S3rd the 13th Division was to
make a feint crossing at the Liquorice Factory—a r61e which
was carried out successfully enough to deceive the Turks into
moving troops into the Kut peninsula, troops which were
lost to the battle fronts at Sannaiyat and Shumran.
Throughout the night, the preliminary movements of the
covering force and of its supporting artillery and machine
guns, and the final preparation of signal communications and
of ramps at the bridge-site, went on. By 0515 hours on
the 23rd everything was ready.
By 0530 hours, when it was just possible to see the opposite
banks, the pontoons for the ferries had been silently launched
in the river; shortly afterwards the (ffirst flight" started to
cross (each ferry consisted of thirteen pontoons manned by

